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Latin America in Social and Economic Transition, Proceedings 
of a Conference sponsored by the University of New Mexico 
and the Office of the Coordinator of Inter-American Affairs, 
(Albuquerque: U. of N. M. Press, 1943, pp. 97.) 


Latin America in Social and Economic Transition is the pub- 
lished collection of papers and speeches presented to the Albu- 
querque conference of April 14, 15, 1943. Under cover of a very 
ambitious over-all theme, capable academicians have contributed 
workmanlike short papers dealing with several aspects of Latin 
American life as follows: 


Land for the People, by Richard F, Behrendt 

Certain Factors Involved in the Struggle Against Malnutrition and Dis- 
ease, by Michel Pijoin 

‘The American Indian: Forgotten Man of Four Centuries, by Donald D. 
Brand 


Toward Greater Economic Stability, by Richard F. Bebrendt 
Latin America as a Source of Strategic Materials, by Donald D, Brand 


A Hemispheric Experiment in Humanistic Solidarity: A Justification and 
a Way, by Stuart Cuthbertson 


Chile in Transition, by Erna Fergusson 
Mexico in Transition, by George I, Sénchez 


In confining themselves to the manageable ends of scholarly 
research and empirical description in their special fields, the 
speakers did not, in the main, live up to the promise of the theme 
set for them. Mr. Brand and Mr, Pijodn, both specialists in the 
particular phases of Indian materials which they treat, are ob- 
viously looking at pathological conditions with a clinical eye. The 
economic studies by Mr. Behrendt and.Mr. Brand both suffer 
somewhat from the abstractness of a census report. They pre- 
sent dimensions, rather than document a process, presumably 
the intention of the conference. 


This fairly general failure to hew to the very promising line 
implied in the theme of the conference is brought into relief in 
the paper, “Toward Greater Economic Stability.” The writer 
makes repeated use of statistical comparisons with respect to 
some phases of industrial production and equipment, between 
the two Americas-—-enough to convince the most skeptical reader 
that the Southern Americas are quite inferior in point of indu: 
trialization. However startling the contrasting figures may be, 
they are not the documentation of a process. Indeed, in the de- 
velopment of the paper, it becomes increasingly evident that the 
writer is documenting a sort of industrial pathology in the other 
Americans—-a series of very unsatisfactory conditions which be- 
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